Steve Solomon – Montgomery County Council – At Large

MCMC: Moco Council Candidates Questionnaire - 2026 Primary

The Montgomery County Muslim Council (MCMC) is a 501c(4) civic-engagement organization located in Montgomery County, Maryland, focused on elevating the needs and topics related to the Muslim Community and broader community in Montgomery County. MCMC engages with local elected officials, advocating for and representing our residents, institutions, children/students, and more.

On behalf of the Montgomery County Muslim Council (MCMC), we present the following set of questions to all Montgomery County Council candidates, both At-Large and District seats, who are running during the 2026 Primary elections. We greatly appreciate your participation and responses to these questions, as it will allow our community to be informed about issues pertaining to them, and the positions taken by each candidate. MCMC plans on publishing responses to its website.

Please return your responses via email to: president@mcmcmd.org
**Please return your responses by: Wednesday, April 29 2026 (COB)

Question 1

Topic: Civil Rights

Montgomery County is one of the most diverse counties in the nation. Accordingly, many

MoCo residents who are members of the Arab and Muslim community have engaged in

public protests but have unfortunately experienced a curtailing of their first amendment

rights to free speech. This includes doxxing, student and teacher suspensions, unequal

response by local police.

1. What are your thoughts on the county’s response thus far, in light of what was just

shared? What has worked? What has not worked?

2. What specific steps will you take to protect the free speech of residents and students,

regardless of their positions on issues? What is your stance on the county's response to

peaceful advocacy and protests? How will you protect the free speech rights of residents

on local and global issues?

I of course believe in free speech and the right to do it.  I also believe in a fair and equal response by law enforcement in all circumstances.  We need training for all county employees and staff on responses and proper steps to protect free speech.  We have to all understand when free speech and advocacy crosses the line of criminal behavior.  Neutrality and consistent responses by law enforcement need to be maintained.

Question 2

Topic: Non-Profit Support

Many Muslim-led non-profits, like MCMF (Montgomery County Muslim Foundation),

provide critical social services that the county cannot. Some may not even be aware of

grant funding opportunities let alone have experience applying for competitive grants.

1. How will you ensure an equitable approach to communicating and granting funding for

faith-based community organizations?

I have been in involved with several nonprofits in Montgomery County.  Often the problem is outreach and communication.  Many residents are unaware of government or nonprofit services across many sectors.  I served on the Montgomery County Grants Advisory Board reviewing dozens of organizations applications, and helping to allocate grants and funding.    Working with the faith based organizations and other community leaders to help them through the grants process and connect them to the right people is vital.

Question 3

Topic: Housing and Displacement

Montgomery County is becoming increasingly unaffordable.

1. What do you propose to prevent current skyrocketing housing costs across Montgomery County, especially with residents facing record high interest rates?

2. What is your plan to prevent the displacement of immigrant and low-income families,

who have been disproportionately impacted?

We need to increase our housing supply, specifically affordable housing.  Home prices are rising faster than peoples’ incomes.  We’re having more people leave the county or find different jobs due to burdensome housing costs.  Proposed property tax hikes are certainly not the answer.   We need to reduce and ease permitting and construction barriers, offer density bonuses for affordable housing, and expand rental assistance and vouchers.  
Question 4

Topic: Housing and Displacement

For many families (1st generation, 2nd generation, immigrant, etc.), transit is a lifeline.

1. What are your specific plans to improve the reliability of public transportation (such as

the Ride-On bus system and completion of Purple Line, and more), as well as pedestrian

safety in all parts of the county, but especially in the Up-County region?

We have been trying to expand transit for many years, but too often it is unreliable and the first mile/last mile problem can’t be solved.  We need real time tracking and performance metrics, but also better bus infrastructure and more buses.  We’ve been saying it for decades, but once the Purple Line is completed and operational, that should help.  I’ve also never understood having non-protected bike lanes.  We need complete transit solutions – protected bike lanes and/or wide shared use pedestrian/bike lanes, and bike and bus lanes that connect to transit as well.

Question 5

Topic: Healthcare Access

Health insurance - and healthcare costs generally - continue to rise, making access to

healthcare nearly impossible for some in our county.

1. What legislative measures will you support to bridge the gap in healthcare access for

uninsured or under-insured residents in our community?

2. What legislation could you introduce or expand to bolster funding for free or reduced

cost health clinics run by nonprofits in our county, such as medical clinics run by MCC

(Muslim Community Center) and ICM (Islamic Center of Maryland)?

We have a wide variety of government health services like Montgomery Cares as well as numerous nonprofits.  Again the problem is often outreach and communication to make as many residents as possible aware of them.  Legislation could include changing the income level requirement to access these benefits, subsidize small business owners to help provide more coverage, and partner with the state for more funds for clinics.

Question 6

Topic: County Budget

Fiscal responsibility and balancing the budget in coordination with the rest of the County

Council and County Executive is a paramount responsibility of the County At-Large seat.

1. Do you support tax cuts, tax increases, or maintaining the status quo?

2. Regardless of your approach, how would you propose paying for many of the county’s

programs?

Given the economic challenges already facing so many residents, I do not support tax increases.  We need to grow our economy to keep pace with our rising budget.  Montgomery County has gone from a $6 billion operating budget to nearly $8 billion in just five years.  Incomes have not kept pace.  We need to bring in more businesses, and make it easier for the businesses that are already here, especially small businesses who struggle to survive and grow.  This can be done by streamlining our permitting process and reducing inspection times and costs.  We have incredible services and resources in this county, but we have to grow our economy in order to keep them fully funded.
