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MCMC: MoCo Council Candidates Questionnaire - 2026 Primary 
 
The Montgomery County Muslim Council (MCMC) is a 501c(4) civic-engagement organization located in Montgomery County, Maryland, focused on elevating the needs and topics related to the Muslim Community and broader community in Montgomery County. MCMC engages with local elected officials, advocating for and representing our residents, institutions, children/students, and more. 
 
On behalf of the Montgomery County Muslim Council (MCMC), we present the following set of questions to all Montgomery County Council candidates, both At-Large and District seats, who are running during the 2026 Primary elections.  We greatly appreciate your participation and responses to these questions, as it will allow our community to be informed about issues pertaining to them, and the positions taken by each candidate.  MCMC plans on publishing responses to its website. 
 
Please return your responses via email to: president@mcmcmd.org 
**Please return your responses by:  Wednesday, April 29 2026 (COB) 
 
Question 1 
 
Topic: Civil Rights 
 
Montgomery County is one of the most diverse counties in the nation. Accordingly, many MoCo residents who are members of the Arab and Muslim community have engaged in public protests but have unfortunately experienced a curtailing of their first amendment rights to free speech. This includes doxxing, student and teacher suspensions, unequal response by local police. 
 
1. What are your thoughts on the county’s response thus far, in light of what was just shared? What has worked? What has not worked?

[bookmark: _Int_09DMJgpt]The county’s response so far has been limited. Many of these incidents have been examples which the equal application of the law should prevent, however the actual implementation has been unequal and displayed bias. 

2. What specific steps will you take to protect the free speech of residents and students, regardless of their positions on issues? What is your stance on the county's response to peaceful advocacy and protests? How will you protect the free speech rights of residents on local and global issues? 
 
[bookmark: _Int_zI9mApe7][bookmark: _Int_NtPlzGyQ]The strongest lever the council has on this is county institutions like MCPS, where a lot of the unequal treatment is occurring. I will push for mandatory reporting of details involving freedom of speech, or advocacy. Part of why such incidents are able to proliferate is because the details are not publicized. If they were I believe the visibility would go a long way to preventing them in the first place. The county council may not have full control of how MCPS particularly is run, but we do control funding and that can be predicated on meeting standards equity in speech.
Another thing I will do is use my voice as a councilmember to call out hate speech, and violations of the rights of free speech for our residents. Students in particular should know that their local government has their backs, that even when we fail the issue will be looked into and corrected. 

Question 2 
 
Topic: Non-Profit Support 
 
Many Muslim-led non-profits, like MCMF (Montgomery County Muslim Foundation), provide critical social services that the county cannot. Some may not even be aware of grant funding opportunities let alone have experience applying for competitive grants. 
 
1. How will you ensure an equitable approach to communicating and granting funding for faith-based community organizations?

I think that outreach conducted by the county has to take into account the differences in communities and develop different approaches for each. I would expand direct outreach through community and faith networks, simplify application requirements, and ensure technical assistance is available so smaller organizations can successfully apply.
 
Question 3 
 
Topic: Housing and Displacement 
 
Montgomery County is becoming increasingly unaffordable. 
 
1. What do you propose to prevent current skyrocketing housing costs across Montgomery County, especially with residents facing record high interest rates?  

A key focus of my campaign has been housing and homelessness. There are several policies I aim to immediately push, to drastically increase the amount of affordable housing being produced. Affordable housing production has been in decline for decades and recently has plummeted to a fraction of already low levels. The main pillars of my approach will be zoning changes, reordering and reform of permitting, and greatly expanded public financing through the Housing Opportunities Commission and associated non-profits.

2. What is your plan to prevent the displacement of immigrant and low-income families, who have been disproportionately impacted? 

Besides building more, I have a few anti-displacement policies in mind for new construction. First will be right of return laws, such that residents displaced by new denser construction get guarantees of a place in the new housing. Second, I will push provisions to ensure that in the interim during construction they have access to housing at the same standard. Third, I will push for laws that new constructions must always meet the same level of housing subsidy and affordability, that 30 affordable units aren’t replaced with 50 fully market rate luxury condos for instance. Lastly, I am going to advocate for more representative planning, using community councils pulled by sortition. This will ensure that the burden of new housing does not fall unduly on subsets of our community.
 
Question 4 
 
Topic: Housing and Displacement 
 
For many families (1st generation, 2nd generation, immigrant, etc.), transit is a lifeline. 
 
1. What are your specific plans to improve the reliability of public transportation (such as the Ride-On bus system and completion of Purple Line, and more), as well as pedestrian safety in all parts of the county, but especially in the Up-County region? 

I am going to advocate an expansion of county transit focused more heavily on high throughput backbone lines, so that we can crossover the critical point of reliability and frequency that transit becomes the default commuting choice. Besides greater investment, I think we should roll out the use of transit signal priority much more widely. TSP has been trialed since 2013 but its usage has been minimal.

For pedestrian safety, I will ensure that the advice of MCDOT is actually heeded and will push through infrastructure changes where necessary. They often know exactly where the worst safety situations exist, but they cannot do anything without the support of the council.
 
Question 5 
 
Topic: Healthcare Access 
 
Health insurance - and healthcare costs generally - continue to rise, making access to healthcare nearly impossible for some in our county. 
 
1. What legislative measures will you support to bridge the gap in healthcare access for uninsured or under-insured residents in our community?

I would support a move towards multi-year operating grants and increasing total funding levels where possible, so clinics are not forced to scale back services due to short-term funding gaps. I would also look to streamline county funding processes so these organizations can access funds more quickly and reliably.


2. What legislation could you introduce or expand to bolster funding for free or reduced cost health clinics run by nonprofits in our county, such as medical clinics run by MCC (Muslim Community Center) and ICM (Islamic Center of Maryland)? 

I would work directly with nonprofits and coalitions to identify barriers in accessing county funding, and push to both increase overall funding levels and make those funds easier to access. Many of these organizations are facing sudden funding shocks, and we cannot afford to lose their capacity.
 
Question 6 
 
Topic: County Budget 
 
Fiscal responsibility and balancing the budget in coordination with the rest of the County 
Council and County Executive is a paramount responsibility of the County At-Large seat. 
 
1. Do you support tax cuts, tax increases, or maintaining the status quo?

The current budget outlook is not great right now for our county. If keeping critical services requires tax increases, I will not shy away from them, but I will work to ensure that they are structured as progressively as possible because so many county residents are already struggling.
 	In the longer term, however, the county is facing some deep structural financial challenges due to decades of poor planning decisions. Housing is so expensive, that about half our workforce no longer resides within our county, so we have greatly eroded the county's tax base but still must maintain similar levels of infrastructure. So, while I am willing to raise taxes in the short term, they must be attended by a commitment to drastically improve our housing picture, because long term we are headed for trouble if we do not.

2. Regardless of your approach, how would you propose paying for many of the county’s programs?

In the short term, through taxation, and in the long term hopefully by allowing more housing, growing the tax base, and taking whatever measures are possible to make doing business in our county easier that don’t sacrifice our high standards or values.
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